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Why You Should Hate The Martialist
By Phil Elmore

You should hate The Martialist. You
should hate The Martialist because it is
the work of ordinary people, of mere
mortals, of average citizens, of
“civilians.” If you are an elitist who
believes self-defense is the purview and
exclusive dominion of the military, of law

enforcement, and of other
“professionals,” you should hate this
publication.

You should hate The Martialist because
its publisher and contributors believe all
human beings’ lives have value, that
every person has a right to self-defense,
and that every person has something to
offer our readers. You should hate The
Martialist if you believe the truth or
falsehood of a person’s opinions is
determined by the content of that
person’s resume rather than by the
content of that person’s ideas.

You should hate The Martialist because
it is not a vehicle of traditionalist dogma.
The publisher of and contributors to this
magazine do not believe traditional
martial arts are the only way. If you
think they are, you should hate this
publication.

You should hate The Martialist if you
consider all traditional martial arts (and
all aspects of them) to be out of date,
ineffective, impractical, and otherwise
problematic. The Martialist finds value
in the traditional as often as in the
contemporary. The Martialist is
concerned only with what works,
regardless of provenance. It is not
traditional and it is not opposed to
tradition.

You should hate The Martialist if your
pursuit of self-defense, of the martial
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arts, or of some martial sport is a
function of your ego. If you read The
Martialist and you read into it some
macho bravado, some pretense of
power or prowess, your views on self-
defense are intertwined with how tough
you think you are — and how tough you
want others to think you are. The
Martialist cannot be concerned with your
issues. You should hate The Martialist
because it is devoted only to pragmatic
self-defense and not to personal glory.

You should hate The Martialist if you
have no sense of humor. Martialists
enjoy their lives and dont see
everything as doom and gloom and
preparations for the End Times. If you
can’'t laugh at yourself and laugh along
with us, you should hate this publication.

You should hate The Martialist if you
believe a product review is marketing
copy. We will not soft-pedal a product’s
shortcomings. You should also hate
The Martialist if you believe a product
review can be trustworthy only if it is
negative. We believe in publishing
honest, objective, constructive product
evaluations.

You should hate The Martialist if you are
too cynical, too insecure, or too hostile
to accept the idea of the honest, earnest
exchange of information and ideas. If
you cannot read these pages in good
faith, you should hate this publication.

If you are one of society’s predators,
you should hate The Martialist. This
magazine empowers countless
everyday people. It makes your “job”
much more difficult. If you want easy
victims, you should hate this publication.

Do you hate The Martialist? If you do,
that’s not your biggest problem. &
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