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Brinkmann MaxFire LX
Review by Francis Rook

The lithium/Xenon Brinkmann MaxFire
is Brinkmann’s offering in the polymer-
body Xenon-bulb market. An obvious
attempt to emulate SureFire’'s G2
Nitrolon and similar lights, the MaxFire
is arguably a “tactical” light sold in low-
cost discount store venues like
Wal*Mart and Target.
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The light is 5.25 inches overall with a
1.25 inch bezel. The head and shaft of
the light have rubber grips for improved
traction. These work well. The light
feels very secure in my hand.

The tailcap bears
a cross-hatched
switch that can be
pressed for mo-
mentary-on (what
Brinkman calls a
“silent signal”
option) and clicked positively on and off.
This arrangement is very popular with
some users, though “tactical”
consumers may not like it. This is
because, under stress, it is possible to
press the switch too hard and get
always-on light rather than a momentary
burst. | don’t think this is a concern with




THE MARTIALIST: ISSUE 3.11 SUBSCRIBER

the MaxFire, however, because a very
deep press is required to switch the light
to always-on. | tried several times to
“accidentally” go past momentary

lighting but did not manage to do it.
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The MaxFire costs half to two thirds as
much as its SureFire competitors, but
produces comparable light — around 60
lumens. The company’s website does
not list burn times or lumen ratings,
stating simply that the light is brighter
than a “standard 3D” flashlight. The
light runs on the same CR123A lithium
batteries on which so many tactical
lights feed.
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Ridges cut into the light head make the
MaxFire a decent striking implement.
As a tactical tool, the Maxfire handles

well (thanks to its rubber grips) and
produces a bright (if slightly irregular)
blob of yellow-white illumination. This is
more than adequate for home defense,
personal protection, and applications
involving handguns.
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Thanks to its low cost, decent
workmanship, and simple function, the
MaxFire has gained quite a following
among budget-minded flashlight users.
It is worth having and fills both tactical
and utility roles.

That is all anyone should ask of a
Xenon-bulb torch. &

EDITOR'S NOTE: I've personally used the
MaxFire to incapacitate someone during a
potentially violent confrontation. Specifically, |
confronted someone seated in an automobile at
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night, aggressively lighting him up from the
driver's side. He reacted beautifully, shielding
his eyes, demanding that | get the light out of his
face, and even trying to use a CD to reflect the
light back at me, all while cringing and wincing
under the bright beam. You could not have
asked for a better example of the tactical
advantage of such a torch.

— Phil
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